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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Re claim 1 , "the front frame part" bridging lines 8 and 9 lacks clear antecedent 
basis. Additionally, "the longitudinal direction" of lines 12-13 and "the 
predetermined position" lack clear antecedent basis and could be written as -a 
longitudinal direction — and -a predetermined position — respectively for clarity as 
best understood. Finally, "such as footsteps... panels (8)" is improper as it 
defines a range within a range type recitation. 

Re claim 3, lines 2-3 are generally awkward and confusing. Additionally, "the 
standard ground clearance", "the vehicle type", and "the underside" lack clear 
antecedent basis. 

Re claim 4, "it" in line 4 is somewhat confusing and could be written as -said 
head — as best understood. Additionally, -the — should be inserted before 
"handle" of line 7 for clarity. The term "which" in line 1 1 is somewhat confusing 
and could be written as -said first opening— as best understood. Finally, "which" 
in line 13 is somewhat confusing and could be written as -said second opening — 
as best understood. 

Re claim 5, "it" in line 4 is somewhat confusing and could be written as -said 
head— as best understood. The term "which" in line 1 1 is somewhat confusing 
and could be written as -said first opening— as best understood. Finally, "which" 
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in line 13 is somewhat confusing and could be written as -said second opening — 
as best understood. 

Re claim 6, "opening" in line 2 should be plural. 

Re claim 8, in general, the claim is very awkward and confusing. The claim 
recites a method, but there are no active method steps. Moreover, it is not 
entirely clear if the claim as constructed is intended as a dependent claim to 
claim 1 - including all of the limitations thereof. The phrase "preferably 
consisting of is indefinite. The phrase "intended to function" is not entirely 
understood. Additionally, "such as ...panels (8,16,17)" is improper as it defines 
a range within a range type recitation. The recited beam structure of line 3 and 
front module of line 7 are confusing as it is not clear how they relate to similar 
elements recited in base claim 1 - e.g. is the beam structure of claim 8 - line 3 
the same as the beam structure recited in claim 1, Such should be clarified in 
the claim language. Finally, "the front part of the vehicle frame" lacks clear 
antecedent basis. 

Re claim 9, in general, the claim is very awkward and confusing. The claim 
recites a method, but there are no active method steps. Moreover, it is not 
entirely clear if the claim as constructed is ultimately intended as a dependent 
claim to claim 1 - including all of the limitations thereof. The terms "the 
preassemble front module" (note also apparent misspelling of -preassembled-) 
and "said first and second fastening members" lack clear antecedent basis. 
Moreover, the recited first and second fastening members of lines 3-5 are 
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confusing as it is not clear how they relate to similar elements recited in base 
claim 1. Such should be clarified in the claim language. Finally, "following which 
form" is awkward and not understood. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 8-9, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as 
being anticipated by Japanese '842. 

Japanese '842 teaches a vehicle front assembly for a frame 2+ including a stiff 
beam 1 + for underrun protection and first and second fastening members (bolts 
and nuts 6). 

Re claim 1 , each bolt and nut would serve to guide the beam as broadly claimed. 
Moreover, the structure is capable of supporting additional components and is 
deemed arranged for doing so as broadly claimed. 

Re claim 2, in as much as the panels per se are not a positively recited element 
of the instant combination, the functional/positional language relating thereto is 
given little patentable weight. 

Re claims 3 and 8-9, the device is deemed configured as broadly claimed and as 
best understood. 
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4. Claims 4-7 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12. 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. Note at least Long teaches a bumper extension for a heavy 
vehicle. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Gordon whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2556. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). / , 



StephCTi Gordon 
Primary Examiner 
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